
The Bath Ankylosing Spondylitis Radiology Index for the spine is applied to 
anteroposterior and lateral lumbar radiographs and lateral cervical radiographs. For the 
lumbar spine, defined as the lower border of T12 to the upper border of S1, 
anteroposterior and lateral radiographs are examined together and the view showing 
more significant change is scored. For the cervical spine, defined as the lower border of 
C1 to the upper border of C7, only the lateral view is scored.     
 

Score Grade System applies to both the lumbar and the 
cervical spine (grade each as 0 – 4) 

0 Normal No change 

1 Suspicious No definite change 

2 Mild Any number of erosions, squaring, or 
sclerosis, with or without syndesmophytes, on 
less than or equal to 2 vertebrae 

3 Moderate Syndesmophytes on greater than or equal to 
3 vertebrae, with or without fusion involving 2 
vertebrae 

4 Severe Fusion involving greater than or equal to 3 
vertebrae 

 
Scoring Instructions  
The Bath Ankylosing Spondylitis Radiology Index score is calculated by adding the 
average score for the sacroiliac joints to the scores for the lumbar and cervical spine. 



 


